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With the river on one side, there
are hidden creeks and coves

throughout Mount Vernon.
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Meet Your MVD TEAM!

There are many ways to
 CONNECT WITH TEAM MVD!

Keep informed! Sign up for the Mount Vernon Advisor and follow us on social media! 

Visit:  

Call: 703-780-7518 (TTY 711) 

Email

Stop by:

   

Office Hours

Newcomers & Community Guide

A
s your local, weekly newspaper,
the Mount Vernon Gazette’s mis
sion is to deliver the local news
you need, to help make sense of

what is happening in your community, to
advocate for community good, to provide a
forum for dialogue on local concerns, and
to record achievements, milestones and
events in the community and people’s lives.

Here in our Newcomers and Community
Guide, we report on the character of your
community, we include details of how to
vote in the upcoming elections, information
on local government, nonprofits and busi-

ness organizations, plus tips and tidbits
from the community.

We invite newcomers and long-time resi-
dents alike to let us know how we’re doing
and let us know what is going on in your
part of the community. If you have ques-
tions or ideas, send us an email. We invite
you to send letters to the editor or to send
an email with feedback about our coverage.

We want to know if someone in your fam-
ily or your community published a book,
started a business, became an Eagle Scout,
raised money for a good cause, accom-
plished some feat like running a marathon,
supporting a cause or having art included
in an art show. We publish photos and notes
about personal milestones and community
events, including births, engagements, wed-
dings, anniversaries, awards and obituar-
ies.

We are also interested in events at your
church, mosque, synagogue, community
center, pool, school, club, etc. Email us a
note about the event, being sure to include
when and where the photo was taken and
the names of all the people who are in a
photo.

We also publish notes about news and
events from local businesses. Notes about
openings, new employees and anniversaries
are welcome. It is especially important to
us to let people know about events ahead
of time in our calendar of events. We appre-

ciate getting notice at least two weeks ahead
of the event, and we encourage photos.

The Mount Vernon Gazette is one of 15
papers published by the independent, lo-
cally owned Local Media Connection LLC,
serving the suburbs of Metropolitan Wash-
ington in Northern Virginia and Potomac,
Md.

Our flagship paper, the Alexandria Ga-
zette Packet, is one of the oldest continu-
ously publishing papers in the country, be-
ginning publication in 1784.

CONTACT
For advertising and marketing information, see

www.connectionnewspapers.com/advertising
email sales@connectionnewspapers.com or call
703-778-9431.

Send news to gazette@connectionnewspapers.com

Follow Us On Facebook: www.facebook.com/
ConnectionNewspapers

Follow Our Papers on Twitter
Connection Newspapers: www.twitter.com/

FollowFairfax; @FollowFairfax
Alexandria Gazette Packet: www.twitter.com/

AlexGazette; @AlexGazette
Arlington Connection: www.twitter.com/

ArlConnection;  @ArlConnection
Burke Connection: www.twitter.com/

BurkeConnection @BurkeConnection
Centre View: www.twitter.com/CentreView;

@CentreView
Chantilly Connection: www.twitter.com/

ChantillyConnec; @ChantillyConnec
Fairfax Connection www.twitter.com/

FFXConnection @FFXConnection
Fairfax Station-Clifton-Lorton Connection:

www.twitter.com/LFSCConnection;
@LFSCConnection

Great Falls Connection: www.twitter.com/
GFConnection; @GFConnection

McLean Connection: www.twitter.com/
McLeanConnect; @McLeanConnect

Mount Vernon Gazette: www.twitter.com/
MtVernonGazette; @MtVernonGazette

Oak Hill/Herndon: www.twitter.com/
HerndonConnect; @HerndonConnect

Potomac Almanac: www.twitter.com/
PotomacAlmanac; @PotomacAlmanac

Reston Connection: www.twitter.com/
RestonConnect; @RestonConnect

Springfield Connection: www.twitter.com/
SprConnect; @SprConnect

Vienna and Oakton Connection: www.twitter.com/
ViennaConnect @ViennaConnect

— Mary Kimm

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

About the Mount Vernon Gazette, a Connection Newspaper
Keep in Touch
❖ ONLINE: www.connectionnewspapers.com
❖ ON FACEBOOK www.facebook.com/

connectionnewspapers
❖ LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: Email to

editors@connectionnewspapers.com or submit
online at www.connectionnewspapers.com/
contact/letter/

❖ Events to list in the calendar,
www.connectionnewspapers.com/Calendar/

❖ Digital editions of papers are available at
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com/PDFs

❖ Past issues of the Connection back to 2008 are
available at www.ConnectionArchives.com/PDF/

❖ Advertising information, Special Section details
available here
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com/advertising

❖ Sign up for a free digital subscription at
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com/subscribe,
Call 703-778-9431

is produced by

Connection Newspapers

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Local Media Connection LLC

For more information,

call 703-778-9431 or email

sales@connectionnewspapers.com

& Community Guide
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By Dan Storck

Supervisor, Mount Vernon District

D
ear Mount Vernon District New
comer:

Welcome to the best place to
live, learn, work and play in

Fairfax County! My name is Dan Storck and
I am pleased to serve as your Mount Vernon
District Supervisor. I hope you agree that
Fairfax County is one of the best places in
the country to live — full of intellectual
energy, great schools, diverse communities,
varied employment opportunities, vast rec-
reational activities, and abundant opportu-
nities for cultural enrichment. Mount
Vernon is comprised of wonderful people,
abundant resources and a rich history. First
and foremost, I would like to invite you to
stop by my office to meet TEAM MVD (me
and my staff). We’ll be happy to talk with
you about our community, answer your
questions and provide information about
Fairfax County and its many opportunities.
We are located in the Mount Vernon Gov-
ernmental Center at 2511 Parkers Lane with
the Mount Vernon Police Station, next to
the Fire Station and the Mount Vernon Hos-
pital. For more information about living in
Fairfax County, check out the county’s Wel-
come to Fairfax Guide: https://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/topics/guides/mov-
ing-to-fairfax.

My number one priority is always you! I
strive to engage deeply and frequently with
the people of Mount Vernon. TEAM MVD
provides timely constituent service as we
continue to build the ideal community in
which to live and thrive. We are committed
to performance standards that ensure we
are a responsive, transparent and informa-
tive office. We will respond to your com-
munications within two business days or

less, advise you of your staff contact and
connect you with the county or community
resources you need. We are here to make a
difference for each and every resident and
to get things done! With extended office
hours on Thursdays and the second Satur-
day of each month at the Lorton Library and
the Mount Vernon District Office, we wel-
come your concerns and compliments.
Walk-ins and appointments welcomed.

My priorities as supervisor continue to be
to increase funding and support for our
schools, accelerate Richmond Highway’s
revitalization, increase jobs and economic
opportunities, improve our roads, provide
more transit options, ensure our public
safety, and continue to strengthen our qual-
ity of life.

In Mount Vernon, we are fortunate to

have many wonderful parks, recreational
opportunities, historical sites and commu-
nity events to enjoy. You can start your day
with a round of golf, horseback riding,
kayaking, tennis, or a walk in a tree-lined
park or neighborhood; enjoy brunch at our
more than one hundred local eateries; boat,
bike, or walk to one of our many heritage
sites and then relax at a craft brewery; to
round out your evening, you can see a lo-
cal play, musical or concert. The following
are some of my favorites.

❖ George Washington’s Mount Vernon
Estate and Gardens: One of the nation’s
most visited historic sites, Mount Vernon
offers an authentically interpreted 18th cen-
tury home, lush gardens and grounds, in-
triguing museum galleries, immersive pro-
grams, and first-rate dining and shopping.

Hop on a bike and ride on the nearly 18
miles long and fully paved Mount Vernon
Trail that follows the Potomac River’s Vir-
ginia shoreline. You can also enjoy the
nearby Distillery and Gristmill. (http://
www.mountvernon.org)

❖ Gunston Hall: Built for George Mason
IV, the author of the Bill of Rights, Gunston
Hall is located on Mason Neck where we
also have a state park, a regional park and
federally protected land The mansion and
museum provide history and context to co-
lonial Virginia and revolutionary America
(http://www.gunstonhall.org)

❖ Woodlawn & Frank Lloyd Wright’s
Pope-Leighey House: The Woodlawn and
Pope-Leighey Houses are sites of the Na-
tional Trust for Historic Preservation, lo-
cated on the same historic grounds. Visi-
tors are encouraged to explore the contrast-
ing architectural and historical backgrounds
of these two unique homes. (http://
www.woodlawnpopeleighey.org/home/).
Woodlawn Estate is also home to the
Arcadia Center for Sustainable Food and
Agriculture. Arcadia is a nonprofit organi-
zation dedicated to creating a more equi-
table and sustainable local food system in
the Washington, D.C. area. Arcadia man-
ages four distinct program areas that ad-
dress a specific need in the community,
while collectively engaging consumers,
farmers, schools, and institutions.
(www.Arcadiafood.org)

❖ Workhouse Arts Center: In addition to
over 150 of the region’s finest artists, art
classes, exhibits by national and interna-
tional artists, exciting comedy and musical
performances, this nationally recognized
former correctional facility played a key role
in turning the tide to secure a woman’s right

Welcome to the Mount Vernon District
Newcomers & Community Guide

Mount Vernon District Supervisor Dan Storck with his staff outside the
Mount Vernon Government Center at 2511 Parkers Lane.

Mount Vernon District Supervisor Dan
Storck outined the region’s major issues:

❖ George Washington Parkway
Study

The National Park Service is conducting
a traffic study along the southern portion
of the GW Parkway, to include evaluating
key intersections between Belle Haven
and Mount Vernon Circle. Along with
other regional leaders, I have been calling
for safety improvements on the Parkway
for decades. A final report is expected in
late 2018 or early 2019.

❖ Richmond Highway Widening
and Embark/BRT
Embark Richmond Highway is an initia-
tive focused on creating a multimodal
future for the Richmond Highway Corri-
dor. Phase one of this project will widen
Richmond Highway from Jeff Todd Way
to Napper Road from four lanes to six, as
well as provide separate bicycle and
pedestrian accommodations on both sides
of the highway. The project will also

preserve the median width necessary to
accommodate future planned Bus Rapid
Transit (BRT) for dedicated bus-only
lanes. Next steps include phase one
widening, as well as funding and imple-
menting the Embark vision.º For more
information, visit: https://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-zoning/
embark-richmond-highway.

❖ Original Mount Vernon High
School (OMVHS)

Fairfax County is exploring future
uses for the original Mount Vernon High
School campus and surrounding prop-
erty at 8333 Richmond Highway. The
Alexander Company is working with the
community to create a master develop-
ment plan for the OMVHS site. The
project will develop over three distinct
phases: immediate, interim use, and
long term reuse. The OMVHS reuse
project supports our Economic Success
Plan and Embark Richmond Highway.
For updates, visit: https://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/topics/original-

mount-vernon-high-school.

❖ Airplane Noise
Since April 2015, Mount Vernon District
residents have been subject to continuous
high noise levels from aircraft flying over
their communities, after the Federal
Aviation Administration (FAA) imple-
mented a new satellite navigation system
“NextGen.” My office continues to work
with the South Flow Alliance, the Metro-
politan Washington Airports Authority
(MWAA) Working Group and the FAA to
reduce aircraft noise pollution over our
communities and to educate community
members as to how they can help. I
encourage anyone affected by this issue to
stay engaged in efforts to address these
concerns. You can do so by liking “the
South Flow Alliance” on Facebook. Flying
too low, let them know! Report planes
that are too loud or too low at http://
viewpoint.bksv.com/dca3.

❖ Huntington Levee
While the Huntington Levee project is

not complete, it does seem to have
provided relief throughout the recent
heavy rain storms for residents who have
experienced past flooding. When com-
plete in Spring 2019, the project will
include a 6 – 11ft. high, 2800 ft. long
earthen embankment with a 4 ft. high I-
wall on top, a new water collection and
storm water drainage system and a pump
station. The walking and biking trail
planned for the top of the embankment
will connect outdoor enthusiasts to other
trails in the immediate vicinity.

❖ Opioid Disposal
As the opioid epidemic continues to

grow throughout the country, communi-
ties are actively looking for ways to help
curb abuse and misuse. In looking for
ways to protect our community, we are
aggressively looking for ways to get these
drugs off the streets. My office now
provides free drug deactivation kits. In
addition, Walmart has launched a first-of-
its kind opioid disposal solution, available
at no cost, in all company pharmacies.

Issues Facing Mount Vernon
See Things To Do,  Page 16
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See On the Ballot,  Page 15

F
irst, be sure you are registered.
Oct. 15 is the deadline to register,
and to check your registration.
Many voters across the country

have discovered that they have been unex-
pectedly dropped from the voter rolls, so
be sure to check at elections.virginia.gov

Absentee Voting in Person Begins
Sept. 21

Voting early if you qualify is a good
choice.

There are 20 valid reasons to vote absen-
tee in Virginia, including working and com-
muting to and from home for 11 or more
hours between 6 a.m. and 7 p.m. on Elec-
tion Day. Check the Virginia Department of
Elections list to see if you are eligible:
https://www.elections.virginia.gov/cast-
ing-a-ballot/absentee-voting/index.htmll

There are two ways to vote absentee, in-
person and by mail. To do either, you should
first check your voter registration status to
make sure it is up-to-date.

If you vote absentee in-person you will
fill out the application when you arrive at
the in-person absentee location.

Locations, Dates and Hours
Scheduled to begin Friday, Sept. 21,

through Saturday, Nov. 3 at the government
center, and Oct. 13-Nov. 3 at the satellite
locations.

Fairfax County Government Center,
12000 Government Center Parkway, Con-
ference Room 2/3, Fairfax, VA, 22035

Sept. 21-Oct. 12
Closed Monday, Oct. 8, Columbus Day
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday,

8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Thursday, 8 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Saturdays, Oct. 6-Nov. 3, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Oct. 15-Nov. 3
Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. to 7 p.m.

All Satellite Locations:
Oct. 13 - Nov. 3
Weekdays: Monday thru Friday, 3 p.m. -

7 p.m.
Saturdays: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sundays: Closed
❖ Franconia Governmental Center, 6121

Franconia Road, Alexandria, VA 22310
❖ Lorton Library, 9520 Richmond High-

way, Lorton, VA 22079
❖ Mason Governmental Center, 6507 Co-

lumbia Pike, Annandale, VA 22003
❖ McLean Governmental Center, 1437

Balls Hill Road,  McLean, VA 22101

❖ Mount Vernon Governmental Center,
2511 Parkers Lane, Alexandria, VA 22306

❖ North County Governmental Center,
1801 Cameron Glen Drive, Reston, VA
20190

❖ Providence Community Center, 3001
Vaden Drive, Fairfax, VA 22031

❖ Sully Governmental Center, 4900
Stonecroft Boulevard, Chantilly, VA 20151

❖ West Springfield Governmental Center,
6140 Rolling Road, Springfield, VA 22152

Absentee Voting By Mail
To track the status of your absentee bal-

lot application and ballot, you can view your
Virginia Voter Record, https://
v o t e . e l e c t i o n s . v i r g i n i a . g o v /
VoterInformation

The deadline to apply for an absentee
ballot online, by mail, by fax, or by email is
7 days prior to Election Day by 5 pm.

You can apply for your absentee ballot
online,  https://vote.elections.virginia.gov/
VoterInformation

Or print, complete, and sign the absen-
tee ballot application (PDF), https://
www.elections.virginia.gov/Files/Forms/
V o t e r F o r m s / V i r g i n i a
AbsenteeBallotApplication.pdf

Absentee ballot applications are also
available for in-person visits at county gov-
ernmental centers as well as Fairfax County
library branches. Send in the completed
application: Scan then email the applica-
tion to absenteeballot@fairfaxcounty.gov or
mail the application to the Office of Elec-
tions at Box 10161, Fairfax, VA 22038 or
Fax the application to the Office of Elections
at 703-324-3725. Once your completed
application is received and accepted, your

absentee ballot will be sent to you in three
business days. If you have questions about
your ballot, call the Office of Elections at
703-222-0776 (TTY 711).

Absentee ballots must be returned to the
Office of Elections by 7 p.m. on Election Day,
Nov. 6, 2018 in order to be counted,

Virginia Voter ID
Acceptable forms of valid identification:

Virginia driver’s license, Virginia DMV-is-
sued photo ID, United States passport, Em-
ployer-issued photo ID, Student photo ID
issued by a school, college, or university
located in Virginia, Other U.S. or Virginia
government-issued photo ID, Tribal enroll-
ment or other tribal photo ID, Virginia Voter
Photo ID card

Need a Photo ID?
If you don’t have an ID, go to your voter

registration office to get a free Voter Photo
ID, even on Election Day. You will be re-
quired to complete an photo ID application,
have your photo taken and to sign a digital
signature pad.

Forgot photo ID on Election Day?
If you get to your polling place without

acceptable photo ID, you can vote a provi-
sional ballot. You will be given instructions
on what to do so your vote can count.

A voter will have until noon on the Fri-
day following the election to deliver a copy
of the identification to the local electoral
board or to appear in person to apply for a
Virginia Voter Photo ID Card. Voters may
submit a copy of their ID via fax, email, in-
person, or through the mail or commercial
delivery service. The copy of the ID must
be delivered to the electoral board by noon
on Friday, or the provisional ballot cannot
be counted.

Also by noon on Friday following the elec-
tion, the voter may appear in-person in the
office of the general registrar, in the local-
ity in which the provisional ballot was cast,
and apply for a Virginia Voter Photo ID Card.
At the completion of the application pro-
cess, the voter may request a Temporary
Identification Document. This document
can be provided to the electoral board for
the identification requirement.

Upcoming Events to Register and
Get Voter ID

The Office of Elections is open daily dur-
ing normal business hours to provide resi-
dents the opportunity to register to vote or

obtain a free voter photo ID if needed. 703-
222-0776, 12000 Government Center Park-
way Suite 323, Fairfax, VA 22035

The following special events will also pro-
vide opportunity to register to vote and/or
get your photo Virginia Voter card.

❖ Saturday, Sept. 1, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.,
Sherwood Regional Library, 2501 Sherwood
Hall Lane, Alexandria, 22306

❖ Tuesday, Sept. 11, 10 a.m. - 1 p.m., The
Woodlands Retirement Community, 4320
Forest Hill Ct, Fairfax, 22030

❖ Monday, Sept. 17, 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.,
Heatherwood Retirement Community. 9642
Burke Lake Road, Burke, 22015

❖ Wednesday, Sept. 19, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.,
Greenspring Retirement Community, 7410
Spring Village Drive, Springfield, 22150

❖ Tuesday, Sept. 25, 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.,
Burke Health and Rehab Center, 9640 Burke
Lake Road, Burke, 22015

❖ Wednesday, Sept. 26, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.,
Herndon Senior Center, 873 Grace St #1,
Herndon, 20170

❖ Thursday, Sept. 27, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.,
Lewinsville Retirement Residence, 1515
Great Falls Street, McLean 22101

❖ Saturday, Oct. 6, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.,
Sherwood Regional Library, 2501 Sherwood
Hall Lane Alexandria, 22306

❖ Tuesday, Oct. 9, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.,
Arleigh Burke Pavilion at Vinson Hall Re-
tirement Community, 1739 Kirby Road,
McLean, 22101

UNITED STATES SENATE
Corey A. Stewart (R)
Timothy M. Kaine (D)
Matt J. Waters (L)

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
District 8
Thomas S. Oh (R)
Donald S. Beyer, Jr. (D)

District 10
Barbara J. Comstock (R)
Jennifer T. Wexton (D)

District 11
Jeff A. Dove Jr. (R)
Gerald Edward Connolly (D)
Stevan M. Porter (L)

Herndon, Mayor and Town Council
If you live inside the Town of Herndon, local

elections for mayor and Town Council are now if
November. These are nonpartisan positions.

http://www.herndon-va.gov/government/
mayor-town-council/town-elections

Mayor
Lisa C. Merkel, unopposed

Town Council, vote for six, * means incumbent
Jennifer K. Baker *
Grace Wolf Cunningham *
Cesar A. Del Aguila
Pradip Dhakal
Signe V. Friedrichs *
W. J. “Sean” Kenis Jr.
William “Bill” J. McKenna *
Sheila A. Olem *
Joseph T. “Joe” Plummer
Roland Taylor

TWO VIRGINIA CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENT BALLOT QUESTIONS

State Ballot Question One
Question: Should a county, city, or town be

authorized to provide a partial tax exemption for
real property that is subject to recurrent flooding,
if flooding resiliency improvements have been
made on the property?

Present Law
Generally, the Constitution of Virginia provides

that all property shall be taxed. The Constitution

Every year is election year in Virginia; mechanics
and details of voting require attention to detail.How To Vote

Election Day is Nov. 6, 2018; early
voting starts Sept. 21.

Election Day,
Tuesday, Nov. 6, 2018

On Election Day, polls are open from 6 a.m.-7
p.m., Nov. 6.

To determine whether eligible and registered
to vote in this election, visit the Virginia
Department of Elections website at
elections.virginia.gov/ or call Fairfax Elections
office at 703-222-0776.

To vote on Tuesday, Nov. 6, 2018, 6 a.m.-7
p.m. (General Election)

❖ Register/update address by: Monday, Oct.
15.

❖ Request absentee ballot by mail by: 5 p.m.
Tuesday, Oct. 30.

❖ Vote early, in-person absentee, by appearing
in person by 5 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 3

For more information on voting in Fairfax
County:

Fairfax County Office of Elections
12000 Government Center Parkway Suite 323
Fairfax, VA, 22035
Voter Registration: 703-222-0776, TTY 711
Absentee Fax: 703-324-3725
Email: voting@fairfaxcounty.gov
Election Officer Info: 703-324-4735, TTY 711
For 24-hour recorded information call 703-

324-4700

On The Ballot, Fairfax County, Nov. 6, 2018
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See Museums,  Page 12

By Paul Krizek

State Delegate (D-44)

A
s the delegate
for the 44th
District of Vir
ginia cover-

ing much of Mount
Vernon and parts of Lee,
I would like to welcome all new-
comers to our wonderful commu-
nity. Normally, summer is a time
to enjoy the outdoors, but with all
the rain and muggy hot tempera-
tures, many of us may be looking
for indoor activities. Thankfully,
we have the privilege of living in
an area teaming with fascinating
historical museums. Museums
play a key role in education, job
creation, tourism, economic devel-
opment, historic preservation and
environmental conservation. Be-
low, I would like to highlight a few
museums in the 44th district you
simply must visit.

Mount Vernon is our most fa-
mous locale when it comes to his-
toric places and is well worth a trip
any time of year. Make sure to
catch the ground-breaking major
exhibit, “Lives Bound Together:
Slavery at George Washington’s
Mount Vernon”, and learn about
the lives of the enslaved during the
time of our first President. This
exhibit is best viewed on the En-
slaved People of Mount Vernon
tour which is offered daily through
October at 10 a.m. and 2 p.m.
Additionally, one of most interest-
ing attractions at George
Washington’s Mount Vernon is the
distillery and gristmill site, located
roughly three miles from the main
estate. It was at this location that
George Washington placed his
water-powered gristmill and his
famous distillery. Starting in 1797,
the distillery quickly grew to be-
come one of the largest in the
young republic. In 1799 alone, it
produced almost 11,000 gallons of
whiskey and other spirits. The

Mount Vernon distillery
is a fully functional 18th

century replica that pro-
duces the general’s rye
whiskey using 18th cen-
tury methods. Named as
the official spirit of the
Commonwealth of Vir-
ginia, George

Washington’s Rye Whiskey. These
are only two of the many reasons
a trip to Mount Vernon is a must.
My cousins from England visited
last week and wish they had dedi-
cated an entire day just to Mount
Vernon.

Gum Springs Museum is another
museum in the 44th district with
moving exhibits. At Gum Springs
Museum you can learn about our
region’s first freed black commu-
nity and an art exhibit by Taj
Elmelik until August 28th. The
museum is open Tuesdays and
Thursdays from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
and Saturdays from 1 to 3 p.m.
There is no admission fee and the
museum is located at 8100
Fordson Road, in the Gum Springs
Community Center. Further south
down Richmond Highway, is the
Federal-style house, Woodlawn.
Woodlawn was designed by the
first architect of the U.S. Capitol,
Dr. William Thornton and con-
structed in 1805 for George
Washington’s nephew, Major
Lawrence Lewis and his wife,
Eleanor “Nelly” Custis Lewis. The
Woodlawn Plantation is open Fri-
day to Monday from 11 a.m. to 3
p.m. and is home to the Arcadia
Center for Sustainable Food &
Agriculture, part of a new vision
that reflects Woodlawn’s agrarian
heritage. The Frank Lloyd Wright
designed Pope-Leighey House is at
Woodlawn and well worth a visit.

Recently, I wrote about the Na-
tional Army Museum at Fort
Belvoir which will be opening in
early 2020. The army is the only
branch of the military without a

Visit Local Museums
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By Holly Hicks Dougherty

Executive Director

Mount Vernon Lee

Chamber of Commerce

T
ake a good look at the Richmond
Highway corridor because it will
change. This dynamic commer-
cial corridor is slated for widen-

ing, adding a Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) sys-

tem, and has been rezoned for additional
commercial development.

The past 10 years has seen remarkable
re-development in the larger retail centers
and additional housing options becoming
available. The next 10 years will transform
the area.

Mount Vernon Lee Chamber’s vision for
this area is a vibrant community enriched
and supported by strong businesses. The

chamber is a stalwart champion of business
and works with our members and other
partners to build a community where busi-
nesses thrive.

New and enhanced options in transpor-
tation, housing, education, tourism and
health care will make this area more attrac-
tive for businesses to locate here. Businesses
bring vitality to a
community and
strength every
part of the local
fabric. Here are
a few changes
coming to our
area.

Starting at
the Beltway,
the area
around Hun-
tington Metro
will see a re-development of Riv-
erside Apartments into its own town center
with an addition of five new mid-rise mul-
tifamily buildings to the existing three
apartment buildings with a pedestrian
friendly street grid. All this plus new trails
along Cameron Run and canoe/kayaking fa-
cilities.

Also on Huntington Avenue, the Hun-
tington Walk Condos will be re-developed.
According to the plan, the developer will
tear down 364 condos and replace them
with more than 1,500 condos and apart-
ments, 65 townhomes, and retail and of-
fice space. The tallest buildings will be lo-
cated near the Metro station and are
planned for 200 feet going down to 55 feet.
Completing the plan will take about 10
years with development closest to the
Metro starting first.

Initial funding has been approved for
Phase I of the Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) sys-
tem which will start at the North Kings
Highway entrance of Huntington Metro,
and follow North Kings Highway to Penn
Daw where it will enter Richmond High-
way and extend to Hybla Valley near Mount
Vernon Plaza. Phase II will continue the
system to Fort Belvoir.

This project will transform the northern

part of Richmond Highway as the road is
widened to accommodate the bus lanes in
the center of the road. The design of Phase
I is planned to be completed by 2022, with
construction tentatively scheduled for
completion by 2026.

While the northern section of Richmond
Highway will change with the BRT, the

southern section will be
widened and
modernized
from Jeff
Todd Way to
the Costco.
The widening
will be three
lanes in each
direction, new
intersections,
and a median to
accommodate
the BRT. VDOT is

finishing the design for this project and will
begin acquiring right-of-way and moving
utilities in 2019. Construction should be-
gin in 2023.

In addition to the transportation improve-
ments, the National Museum of the United
States Army at Fort Belvoir is under con-
struction with the opening planned for
2020. The 185,000-square-foot-museum
space will house more than 1,300 artifacts,
documents and images that will be selected
from the Army’s total collection of 630,000
items in order to tell the stories of Ameri-
can soldiers.

Adding the Army Museum to George
Washington’s Mount Vernon, Gunston Hall,
Woodlawn Plantation, the Workhouse Arts
Center, and other smaller attractions makes
this area the tourism destination for all of
Northern Virginia.

Additional amenities will be added to
make the area even more attractive for visi-
tors like new restaurants, bike share and
dock-less bikes, and walking and bike trails
and important transportation improve-
ments.

Mount Vernon Lee Chamber will continue
to work with our partners and bring changes
and growth that benefits the community.

Transformative Changes for Richmond Highway Corridor

The chamber welcomes four new members at the August Business Break-
fast, from left, Sonja Caison, chamber president, The Cleaning Authority;
Jody Bordeaux, Michael & Son Restoration; Rachel Maddox, Empire
Today; Scott Stroh III, chamber chairman, Gunston Hall; and Jillian
Mullian, Pella Windows and Doors.

Chamber members network at Burtons Grill, from left, Scott Stroh
III, Gunston Hall; Stan Koussis, Andrews Federal Credit Union; Ken
Board, M & T Bank; and Candice Bennett, Good Shepherd Housing
and Family Services.
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National Parks
GF Great Falls National Park

9200 Old Dominion Drive, McLean
www.nps.gov/grfa
Great Falls Park is open daily from 7 a.m. until dark. The Visitor Center

and bookstore are open from 10 a.m. until 5 p.m. daily, spring
through fall seasons. Picnic, hike along the Potomac River.
Swimming and wading in the Potomac are prohibited.

GW George Washington Memorial Parkway

www.nps.gov/gwmp
703-289-2500
The GW Parkway includes more than 25

sites, ranging from historic homes to
wildlife preserves. Join a ranger for a free
program or explore sites independently. Some park
sites, including Turkey Run Park, Theodore
Roosevelt Island, Great Falls Park, etc., close at
dark. The Parkway itself remains open 24 hours
a day to vehicle traffic.

WT
Wolf Trap National Park

for the Performing Arts
1551 Trap Road, Vienna
www.nps.gov/wotr/
The only national park dedicated to

presenting the performing arts.
From May through September,
multiple amphitheaters in the park
present musicals, dance, opera, jazz,
and popular and country music. Explore
the park without the crowds from October
- April. The Barns at Wolf Trap offer indoor
entertainment through the winter months.

State Park

pool. The park also
features a deluxe miniature
golf course, a nine-station
batting cage, picnic shelters, and
a special events pavilion.

CH
Carlyle House Historic

Park
121 N. Fairfax Street, Alexandria, VA 22314
www.nvrpa.org/park/carlyle_house_historic_park/
703-549-2997
The historic Carlyle House was completed in 1753

by British merchant John Carlyle for his bride,
Sarah Fairfax of Belvoir, member of one of the
most prestigious families in colonial Virginia.
Their home quickly became a center of social
and political life in Alexandria and gained a
foothold in history when British General
Braddock made the mansion his headquarters in
1755. On the National Register of Historic
Places, Carlyle House is architecturally unique in
Alexandria as the only stone, 18th-century
Palladian-style house. Daily tours of the house,
programs for schoolchildren, special events,
exhibits and lectures explore the life and times
of John Carlyle in pre-Revolutionary Alexandria.
The site may be rented in the evenings for
private functions and weddings.

FH
Fountainhead Regional Park

7315 Ox Road, Fairfax Station
www.nvrpa.org/park/fountainhead/
703-250-9124
The observation deck of the Marina Building at

Fountainhead commands a spectacular view of
the widest point of the Occoquan Reservoir.
Summer activities include catfish tournaments,
children’s fishing tournament, paddleboat tours
and more.

HO
Hemlock Overlook Regional Park

13220 Yates Ford Road, Clifton
www.nvrpa.org/park/hemlock_overlook/
800-877-0954; 571-281-3556;
Hemlock Overlook Regional Park offers a variety of

outdoor and environmental education. Programs
at Hemlock Overlook are open to the public and
groups by reservation. Only the hiking and horse

trails may
be used
without prior
arrangement.

MBG
Meadowlark

Botanical Gardens
9750 Meadowlark Gardens Court,

Vienna
www.nvrpa.org/park/

meadowlark_botanical_gardens/
703-255-3631
This 95-acre complex of large

ornamental display gardens and
unique native plant collections is
open year round and include
walking trails, lakes, more than 20
varieties of cherry trees, irises, peonies, an
extensive shade garden, native wildflowers,
gazebos, birds, butterflies, seasonal blooms and
foliage. The Atrium’s indoor tropical garden
setting is a popular meeting, reception, wedding
and workshop location. Interpretive displays
accompany a restored 18th-century cabin.

OR
Occoquan Regional Park

9751 Ox Road, Lorton
www.nvrpa.org/park/occoquan/
703-690-2121
This park offers 400 acres of recreational space and

a touch of the past with its historic brick kilns
and the Turning Point Suffragist Memorial. Park
lands, trails and associated waters are part of
the Fairfax Cross-County Trail. Kayak rentals.
One hour Tour Boat Rides on the Occoquan
River to Belmont Bay and back. Offered
Saturdays noon-5 p.m., Sunday 1- 8 p.m., April
2 through Nov. 27. $10 adults, $5 children 12
and under, under age 4 are free.

PB
Pohick Bay

Regional Park &
Pirates Cove

Waterpark
6501 Pohick Bay Drive,
Lorton
www.nvrpa.org/park/
pohick_bay/
www.piratescovepohick.com
703-339-6102

Pohick Bay is located on the
Potomac River, 25 miles south of the

nation’s capital. The boat launch facility is
one of only three public access points to the
Potomac River in northern Virginia. Pohick Bay
offers canoes, kayaks, paddle boats and jon
boats for rent on the weekends, as well as family
and group camping, hiking, picnic areas and a
large play area for children. The park offers one
of the largest, outdoor freeform pools on the
east coast. Pohick Bay Regional Park, located on
Mason Neck Pennisula is an ecologically fragile
land that shelters an abundance of wildlife,
including the bald eagle. Pirates Cove Waterpark
is located at Pohick Bay Regional Park. Visitors
can cool off under the 300-gallon dumping
bucket, fire the water cannons and splash down
the waterslide or search for buried treasure at
Buccaneer Beach sand play area. Pirates Cove

An Insider’s Guide to

Major Parks in the AreaParks

MN Mason Neck State Park

7301 High Point Rd. Lorton
www.dcr.virginia.gov/state_parks/

mas.shtml#
703-339-2385 or 703-339-2380 (visitor center)
masonneck@dcr.virginia.gov.
The park’s visitor center was expanded in 2010 to

include a new exhibit room, gift shop and
meeting room. There are several exhibits in the
center, and with a view of Belmont Bay. Visitor
center staff can answer questions and provide
information on park trails, facilities and local
points of interest. Pond study, bird watching,
canoe trips, nature walks and talks, and GPS
adventures are just a few of the exciting
programs offered by park rangers.

Regional Parks
BR

Bull Run Marina Regional Park &
Atlantis Waterpark
7700 Bull Run Drive, Centreville
www.nvrpa.org/park/bull_run/
www.atlantisbullrun.com/
703-631-0552
Main park open all year for picnicking, hiking and

family camping. Bull Run Public Shooting
Center open all year. Group Camping open daily
Jan. 7 though Nov. 11. Mini and disc golf open
April through October. Hours vary. Atlantis
Waterpark features pools, a giant dumping
bucket, waterslides, and fun-filled activities for
all ages. Atlantis is open from Memorial Day
weekend through Labor Day, and is a member of
the Northern Virginia Regional Park Authority
family of Waterparks. Neptune Reef snack bar
sells food, beverages and sweets.

CR
Cameron Run Regional Park/Great

Waves Waterpark
4001 Eisenhower Ave., Alexandria
www.nvrpa.org/park/cameron_run/
www.greatwaveswaterpark.com/
703-960-0767
Cameron Run Regional Park offers a variety of

recreation facilities in an urban area, including
Great Waves Water Park. Catch a wave in the
wave pool, twist and turn down four-story water
slides, take a plunge down speed slides, play
with friends in the shallow waters of the play

Sources: National Park Service, Northern Vir-
ginia Regional Park Authority, Virginia State
Parks and Fairfax County Park Authority. Map
courtesy of Fairfax County Park Authority. De-
signed & compiled by Jean Card and Laurence
Foong. Photos by Renée Ruggles.
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also features picnic pavilions, a deck for sunning
and playing, as well as plenty of shade.
Captain’s Galley snack bar features food,
beverages and sweets. Pirates Cove is open from
Memorial Day weekend through Labor Day.

PB
Pohick Bay Golf Course

10301 Gunston Road, Lorton
www.nvrpa.org/park/pohick_bay_golf_course
703-339-8585
This scenic golf course is located on the Mason

Neck Peninsula in Lorton. Pohick Bay’s practice
facility features a driving range with practice
putting and chipping greens, and lessons from
PGA pros. A full-service pro shop features an
array of name-brand golf clubs, equipment and
apparel. Other services include club making,
custom club fitting, regripping, reshafting and
tournament coordinating.

PO
Potomac Overlook Regional Park &

Nature Center
2845 Marcey Road, Arlington, VA 22207
www.nvrpa.org/park/potomac_overlook/
703-528-5406
On the Potomac Palisades in north Arlington,

Potomac Overlook offers 70 acres of peaceful
woodland, trails, educational gardens, a small
picnic area and a Nature Center. The Nature
Center features brand new exhibits called the
“Energerium,” offering visitors a fun and
accessible way to learn energy basics and ways
they can help create sustainable energy
solutions. The Nature Center also houses live
animals and natural history exhibits.

SR
Sandy Run Regional Park

10450 Van Thompson Road, Fairfax Station
www.nvrpa.org/park/sandy_run/
703-690-4392
The park is open to the public for the purpose of

education, training, practice, and racing for
competitive and recreational sculling and
rowing. Only shells and other boats authorized
by the Northern Virginia Regional Park
Authority may be launched from the docks or
shoreline of Sandy Run. Sandy Run offers a
facility for team training and competition for
Olympic, college, high school and club canoe,
kayak and crew athletes.

UH
Upton Hill Regional Park & Ocean

Dunes Waterpark
6060 Wilson Blvd., Arlington
www.nvrpa.org/park/upton_hill/
www.oceanduneswaterpark.com/
703-534-3437 or UptonHill@nvrpa.org
Upton Hill Regional Park offers visitors a wooded

oasis in the heart of the most densely populated
area of Northern Virginia. A large outdoor
water-park complex is a sparkling attraction in
this wooded, urban park, which straddles the
boundary line between Arlington and Fairfax
counties. The deluxe miniature golf course
boasts one of the longest mini golf holes in the
world; the batting cages include nine baseball
and softball cages. The park is open every day
for hiking, picnicking, playing on the playground
and enjoying the outdoors. Located within
Upton Hill Regional Park, Ocean Dunes is
loaded with fun features for adults and children.

Arts Center
LAC Workhouse Arts Center

9601 Ox Road, Lorton
www.lortonarts.org
703-584-2900
The Workhouse Arts Center consists of seven studio

buildings, the main galleries and the recently
opened Youth Arts Center. Visitors are
encouraged to interact with artists. In addition
to visual arts, the Workhouse Arts Center is
home to performing arts, including theater, film
institute, musical and dance performances. The
education department supports both the visual
and performing arts, offering classes and
workshops in a variety of disciplines. Future
plans for the Workhouse include an event
center, amphitheater, Workhouse Theatre,
restaurants, apartments, music barn and
garden/horticultural area. Other buildings on
site, yet to be renovated, may provide for other
activities such as a visitors center, a blacksmith
shop, theatre scene shops and rehearsal space.

Major Fairfax
County Parks
BLP  Burke Lake Park & Golf Course

7315 Ox Road, Fairfax Station
volleyball, driving range, 18 hole, par 3, minigolf,

trails, playground, campgrounds, fishing
883.4 acres, multiple resource park

CJP  Clemyjontri Park

6317 Georgetown Pike, McLean
fitness, picnic areas and playgrounds
18.6 acres, special purpose park

ELP  Ellanor C. Lawrence Park

5040 Walney Road, Chantilly
baseballl, soccer/football (unlit), basketball (unlit),

community center, nature center, amphitheater,
trails

650 acres, multiple resource park

FPF  Frying Pan Farm Park

2717 West Ox Road, Herndon
historic structure, biking/equestrian/hiking trails,

open areas, playground
135.3 acres, multiple resource park

GSG  Green Spring Gardens

4603 Green Spring Road, Alexandria
Community Center, historic structure, biking/hiking

trails, open areas, gardens
30.9 acres, special purpose park

HPP  Hidden Pond Park

8511 Greeley Boulevard, Springfield
tennis (lit), nature center, amphitheater, hiking/

nature trails, playground, fishing
25.6 acres, community park

HMP  Huntley Meadows Park

3701 Lockheed Boulevard, Alexandria
nature center, historic structure, biking/hiking/

nature trails, observation tower, boardwalk
1444.8 acres, natural resource park

 LAP  Lake Accotink Park

7500 Accotink Park Road, Springfield
basketball, volleyball, minigolf, trails, picnic
448.1 acres, multiple resource park

LFP  Lake Fairfax Park

1400 Lake Fairfax Drive, Reston
softball (lit), soccer/football (unlit), amphitheater,

carousel,campground, tour boat, picnic shelters
479 acres, multiple resource park

FRA  Lee District Park

6601 Telegraph Road, Franconia
softball, soccer/football, tennis, basketball,

volleyball, trails, treehouse, sprayground,
accessible playground

138 acres, district park

MDP  Mason District Park

6621 Columbia Pike, Annandale
softball (lit), soccer/football (unlit/lit), basketball

(lit), tennis (lit), shuffleboard, dog park,
amphitheater, biking/hiking/fitness

121.2 acres, district park

NWP  Nottoway Park

9537 Courthouse Road, Vienna
baseball (lit), soccer/football (lit),basketball (lit),

tennis (lit), trails, picnic
90.9 acres, district park

RBP  Riverbend Park

8700 Potomac Hill Street, Great Falls
nature center, historic structure, biking/equestrian/

hiking trails, picnic areas, craftroom
411.2 acres, multiple resource park

SRN  Scotts Run Nature Preserve

7400 Georgetown Pike, McLean
historic structure, historic/hiking/nature trails,

fishing
384.3 acres, natural resource park

SRD  South Run District

7550 Reservation Drive, Springfield
baseball, soccer/football, basketball, tennis,

recenter, equestrian, playground, swimming
196 acres, district park

WFP  Wakefield Park & RECenter

8100 Braddock Road, Annandale
softball, soccer/football, basketball, tennis,

recenter, biking, fitness trail, skate park
292.6 acres, multiple resource park
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Map Number Park Name
Address, City
Property Class

1 Lorton
9518 Richmond Highway, Alexandria
Neighborhood Park

2 Springfield Forest
6400 Kalmia Street, Springfield
Neighborhood Park

3 Franconia
6432 Bowie Drive, Springfield
Community Park

4 Lee High
6501 Deepford Street, Springfield
Community Park

5 Monticello Woods
6444 Northanna Drive, Springfield
Community Park

6 Trailside
6000 Trailside Drive, Springfield
Community Park

7 Loisdale
7419 Loisdale Road, Springfield
Neighborhood Park

8 Lynbrook
6005 Augusta Drive, Springfield
Neighborhood Park

9 Hooes Road
7233 Hooes Road, Springfield
Community Park

10 Springvale
6508 Spring Road, Springfield
Community Park

11 Lake Accotink
7500 Accotink Park Road, Springfield
Multiple Resource Park
12 Brookfield
7417 Floyd Avenue, Springfield
Community Park

13 Byron Avenue
6500 Byron Avenue, Springfield
Community Park

14 Hooes Road School Site
7336 Hooes Road, Springfield
Community Park

15 Kings Park
8717 Trafalgar Ct., Springfield
Community Park

16 Flag Run
7620 Elgar Street, Springfield
Neighborhood Park

17 Leewood
7111 Woodland Drive, Springfield
Neighborhood Park

18 Deerlick
6821 Braddock Road, Springfield
Community Park

19 Edsall
6845 Edsall Road, Springfield
Community Park

Parks
A Guide to Fairfax County Parks in the

Springfield & Mount Vernon areas

File photos by Renée Ruggles

Featuring Huntley Meadows Park

Map by Lawrence Foong; Design by Jean Card
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20 North Springfield
7025 Leesville Boulevard, Springfield
Neighborhood Park

21 Royal Ridge
7417 Floyd Avenue, Springfield
Community Park

22 Carrleigh Parkway
8020 Carrleigh Prkwy, Springfield
Neighborhood Park

23 Cardinal Forest
6121 Roxbury Avenue, Springfield
Community Park

24 Hunter Village
7700 Jansen Drive, Springfield
Community Park

25 Hidden Pond
8511 Greeley Boulevard, Springfield
Community Park

26 West Springfield
6805 Caneel Street, Springfield
Neighborhood Park

27 West Springfield Village
6910 Loudoun Lane, Springfield
Neighborhood Park

28 Rolling Forest
7019 Flax Street, Springfield
Neighborhood Park

29 Cherry Run
7001 Cottontail Court, Springfield
Neighborhood Park

30 South Run District
7550 Reservation Drive, Springfield
District Park

31 Huntsman
9150 Dorothy Lane, Springfield
Community Park

32 Rolling Wood School Site
7511 Chancellor Way, Springfield
Community Park

33 Chapel Acres
7900 Giles Street, Springfield
Neighborhood Park

34 Saratoga
8121 North Umberland Road, Spring-

field
Community Park

35 Loftridge
5549 Janelle Street, Alexandria
Community Park

36 Burgundy
5516 Norton Road, Alexandria
Neighborhood Park

37 Heritage Hill
5744 Telegraph Road, Alexandria
Neighborhood Park

38 Jefferson Manor
2909 Farmington Drive, Alexandria
Community Park

39 Huntington
2121 Fairfax Terrace, Alexandria
Community Park

40 Farrington Avenue
2213 Farrington Avenue, Alexandria
Neighborhood Park

41 Mt. Eagle
5919 North Kings Highway, Alexandria
Community Park

42 South Kings Forest
4505 Lantern Place, Alexandria
Neighborhood Park

43 Stoneybrooke
3900 Stoneybrooke Drive, Alexandria
Community Park

44 Groveton Heights
3429 Clayborne Avenue, Alexandria
Community Park

49 Huntley Meadows
3701 Lockheed Boulevard, Alexandria
Natural Resource Park

50 Hollin Meadows
7603 Elba Road, Alexandria
Community Park

51 Martin Luther King Jr
8115 Fordson Road, Alexandria
Community Park

52 Stephen S. Foster
Intermediate School Site

2500 Parkers Lane, Alexandria
Community Park

53 Belle Haven
6036 Grove Drive, Alexandria
Community Park

58 Gilbert S. McCutcheon
7509 Fort Hunt Road, Alexandria
Community Park

59 Hollin Hall School Site
1500 Shenandoah Road, Alexandria
Community Park

60 Kirk
2206 Collingwood Road, Alexandria
Neighborhood Park

61 Williamsburg Manor
2213 Collingwood Road, Alexandria
Community Park

62 Collingwood
8200 West Boulevard Drive, Alexandria
Community Park

67 Mount Vernon Woods
4014 Fielding Street, Alexandria
Community Park

68 George Washington
8426 Old Mount Vernon Road, Alexan-

dria
Special Purpose Park

69 Walt Whitman School Site
8333 Richmond Highway, Alexandria
Community Park

70 Mount Zephyr
8601 Richmond Avenue, Alexandria
Neighborhood Park

71 Washington Mill
4341 Mount Vernon Memorial Hwy,

Alexandria, Community Park

72 Grist Mill
4710 Mount Vernon Memorial Hwy,

Alexandria, District Park

73 Vernon Heights
8225 Central Avenue, Alexandria
Neighborhood Park

74 Bush Hill
5417a Waycross Drive, Alexandria
Neighborhood Park

75 Mark Twain
5920 Larpin Lane, Alexandria
Community Park

76 Clermont School Site
4100 Franconia Road, Alexandria
Community Park

77 Franconia Forest
6013 Bitternut Road, Alexandria
Neighborhood Park

78 Ridgeview
4111 Duvawn Street, Alexandria
Community Park

79 Wilton Woods School Site
3701 Franconia Road, Alexandria
Neighborhood Park

80 Tara Village
6417 Joyce Road, Alexandria
Neighborhood Park

81 Virginia Hills School Site
6520 Diana Lane, Alexandria
Neighborhood Park

82 Manchester Lakes
6775 Beulah Street, Alexandria
Community Park

83 Greendale Golf Course
6700 Telegraph Road, Alexandria
Special Purpose Park

84 Lee District
6601 Telegraph Road,Franconia

85 Dowden Terrace
5616 Bradley Boulevard, Alexandria
Community Park

86 Glasgow
3935 Arcadia Road, Alexandria
Neighborhood Park

87 Parklawn
6454 Lincolnia Road, Alexandria
Community Park

88 Glen Hills
6090 Larstan Drive, Alexandria
Neighborhood Park

89 Heywood Glen
6210 Larstan Drive, Alexandria
Neighborhood Park

90 Pinecrest Golf Course
6600 Little River Turnpike, Alexandria

91 Green Spring Gardens
4603 Green Spring Road, Alexandria

92 Bren Mar
6324 Edsall Road, Alexandria
Community Park

93 Backlick Run
5590 First Statesman Lane, Alexandria
Community Park

94 Beulah
7119 Beulah Street, Alexandria
Community Park

95 Amberleigh
7516 Beulah Street, Alexandria
Community Park

96 Hayfield
7611 Hayfield Road, Alexandria
Community Park

97 Wickford
7331a Wickford Drive, Alexandria
Neighborhood Park

45 Huntley Historic
6918 Harrison Lane, Alexandria
Natural Resource Park

46 Lenclair
6625 Lenclair Street, Alexandria
Neighborhood Park

47 Bucknell Manor
2223 Beacon Hill Road, Alexandria
Community Park

48 Hybla Valley
3431 Lockheed Boulevard, Alexandria
Neighborhood Park

54 Fort Willard Circle
6625 Fort Willard Circle, Alexandria
Neighborhood Park

55 Mount Vernon District
2017 Belle View Boulevard, Alexandria
Multiple Resource Park

56 Westgrove
6801 Fort Hunt Road, Alexandria
Community Park

57 White Oaks
7100 Devonshire Road, Alexandria
Neighborhood Park

63 Carl Sandburg School Site
8428 Fort Hunt Road, Alexandria
Community Park

64 Stratford Landing
2301 Stirrup Lane, Alexandria
Neighborhood Park

65 Fort Hunt
8822 Linton Lane, Alexandria
Community Park

66 Muddy Hole Farm
7941 Kidd Street, Alexandria
Community Park
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Friday, October 19, 2018
7:00 - 10:00 P.M.

US Patent & Trademark Office
600 Dulany Street, Alexandria, Virginia

From Page 5

Guide

national museum and this one will
be awe-inspiring, with over
186,000 square feet of displays
with countless rare and priceless
artifacts never before seen by the
public. For war buffs, there will be
exhibits that focus on each of our
nation’s major conflicts from the
Revolutionary War up to the Iraq
and Afghanistan wars. The exhib-
its will be a great way to educate
our younger generations about the
sacrifices made by men like my
father, who started out in the U.S.
Army Air Corps and retired as an
Air Force colonel, and the other
men and women of the Army,
which allow us to enjoy the free-
doms we do today. Additionally,
the interactive exhibits will be a
great way to cultivate the next
generation of those interested in
serving our country. The National
Museum of the United States Army
will be a tremendous addition to
our Commonwealth and I can’t
wait to see it when it opens in
2020.

Overlooking the wonderful
Huntley Meadows Park (also
worth a visit!) is the Historic Hunt-
ley house that was built for the
grandson of George Mason, Tho-
mas Francis Mason. This federal
period villa, built in 1825, has
been used for many purposes over
the years including a camp for
Union troops during the Civil War.
Today, you can take a tour of the
stunning home from March-No-
vember.

Locally, museums contribute
more than $21.5 billion in direct
spending to local communities
from tourists, returning almost
$1.1 billion to the state and locali-
ties in tax revenues. Governments
that support the arts on average
see a return of over $7 in taxes for
every $1 that the government ap-
propriates.

I am proud to represent the 44th
district here in Mount Vernon/Lee
that is home to some of the best
museums in the country. I encour-
age you to get out and explore
them as well as the many historic
sites throughout our Common-
wealth. Virginia has over 1,000
museums, including 300 sites on
the Virginia Civil War Trail, over
1,000 acres of botanical gardens
and arboreta, over 100 art muse-
ums and galleries, six Smithsonian
Affiliate museums and five of the
28 National Trust for Historic Pres-
ervation sites more than any other
state (including locally, Woodlawn
and the Pope-Leighey House.) So,
go inside and experience one of
our wonderful museums today, it’s
a great way to beat the heat and
experience our amazing history.

Museums
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W
estgrove PACK is the sponsor of
the Westgrove Dog Park, a pri-
vate/public partnership with the

Fairfax County Park Authority. This park is
the only dog park in Fairfax County that is
all grass as opposed to stone dust. The
Westgrove PACK is responsible for maintain-
ing the turf surface and for many of the
improvements since the park became offi-
cial in 2012.

The current chairman of the Westgrove

PACK is Barry Spangler and he is supported
by Vice Chair Mark Thomsen and seven
other board members.

The park is open to all residents of the
county but the PACK has a volunteer mem-
bership of about 150 caretakers who con-
tribute annual dues to sustain the PACK
activities.

The primary fundraiser for the PACK, a
Fall Festival, will be held at the park on Sept.
22 from 1 to 4 p.m.

By Gerald A. Fill

The Gazette

R
iver Bend Bistro & Wine
Bar’s Chef-owner
Caroline Ross is a native
of the Fort Hunt commu-

nity, having grown up in
Waynewood. After learning the
ways of preparing upscale dining
earlier in her career, she has real-
ized her goal to own a upscale res-
taurant business in her own neigh-
borhood.

Her business partner and hus-
band, Bill Ross, supports her in
many ways while also serving as a
riverboat captain taking customers
on river cruises to sites on the
Potomac River.

They are celebrating their
restaurant’s fifth anniversary in Oc-
tober.

Caroline Ross characterizes her
restaurant at 7966 Fort Hunt Road
as “casual upscale” that offers lunch, din-
ner, and Sunday brunch entrees. In addi-
tion to the daily and Sunday offerings, River
Bend Bistro offers catering out, and closed
special occasion private settings.

Asked what her most popular menu of-
ferings are, she listed the following: Lunch
— liverwurst sandwich, by far the most
popular, and cheese burger; Dinner — Sau-
teed lump crabcakes, pan seared striped
bass; Sunday Brunchº— Eggs Benedict, and

Smoked Salmon with various side dishes.
“It is a laid-back setting with great locally

prepared food and a congenial and welcom-
ing atmosphere,” she said. “River Bend Bis-
tro customers are great customers, neigh-
bors, and regulars, and our prices are very
reasonable for the quality of servings we
offer. To top off our creative offerings we
serve weekly wine tastings each Saturday
from 2-4 p.m.”

See www.RiverBendBistro.com.

Newcomers & Community Guide

Couple manages
River Bend Bistro
& Wine Bar.

Celebrating Fifth Anniversary

Photo by Gerald A. Fill/The Gazette

Caroline and Bill Ross will celebrate in
October their fifth anniversary managing
River Bend Bistro and Wine Bar in the
Hollin Hall Shopping Center.

PACK Cares for Dog Park

Photos by Gerald A. Fill/The Gazette

The Westgrove Dog Park is located off of Fort Hunt Road and next to
Belle View Elementary School.
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Fairs & Festivals
A sampling of the many fun and family-friendly events
taking place around Fairfax County much of the year.

August 2018
Mount Vernon Flea Market. Fourth

Saturdays, April-October, 8 a.m.-1
p.m., at 8717 Fort Hunt Road,
Alexandria. Features furniture, art,
china, glass, porcelain, pottery,
books, photographs, lighting, tools,
etc. Refreshments for sale. Free
admission. Visit
mountvernonfleamarket.wordpress.com.

September 2018
MONDAY/SEPT. 3
Herndon Labor Day Festival. 11

a.m. - 5 p.m. at Herndon Town
Green, 777 Lynn St., Herndon. Great
music, a craft show, food, 12
wineries and micro-brews and
culinary demonstrations. Visit
herndon-va.gov/recreation/special-
events/labor-day-festival.

FRIDAY/SEPT. 7
Patriot Day Golf Classic. 11:30 a.m.-

7:30 p.m. at Belle Haven Country
Club, 6023 Fort Hunt Road. 5th
Annual Patriot Day Golf Classic to
benefit two veteran and wounded
warrior organizations. Visit
www.bellehavencc.com/golf/patriot.

SATURDAY-SUNDAY/SEPT. 8-9
Burke Centre Festival. 9:30 am-5 pm

at Burke Centre Community Festival,
6060 Burke Centre Parkway Burke.
Festival includes an Arts & Craft Fair,
festival food vendors, amusement
rides, pony rides, musical
entertainment provided by local and
nationally recognized performers,
nature shows, after-hours Wine
Garden. Visit www.virginia.org/
Listings/Exhibits/
BurkeCentreFestival.

SATURDAY/SEPT. 22
Reston Multicultural Festival. 11

a.m.-6 p.m., Lake Anne Plaza,
Reston. The Reston Multicultural
Festival celebrates all the
entertainment, dress, food, and
cultural treasures from all over the
world that are all here in Reston.
Rain or shine. Free. Visit
www.restoncommunitycenter.com.

October 2018
WEDNESDAY-SATURDAY/OCT. 10-13
Fairfax’s Fall for the Book

Festival. 4400 University Drive,
Fairfax. Enjoy literature and hear
authors give readings at the Fall for
the Book Festival. Visit
www.fallforthebook.org.

SATURDAY-SUNDAY/OCT. 20-21
Fall Harvest Family Days. 9 a.m-5

p.m. at Pioneer Farm in George
Washington’s Mount Vernon, 3200
Mount Vernon Memorial Highway.
Celebrate the beginning of autumn
with the family at Mount Vernon
with activities including wagon rides,
apple-roasting and a straw bale
maze. Visit www.mountvernon.org.

SATURDAY/OCT. 27
VolunteerFest. A region-wide day of

community service helps nonprofits
accomplish tasks they would not
have time or resources to do on their
own. Visit www.volunteerfairfax.org/
individuals/volunteerfest.php.

November 2018
SUNDAY/NOV. 11
Mount Vernon Salutes Veterans. 9

a.m.-4 p.m. at Washington’s Mount
Vernon, 3200 Mount Vernon
Memorial Highway. Free for veterans
and active duty military members,
$9-17 for everyone else. See
www.mountvernon.org.

April 2019
Relay for Life. April-June. Fundraisers

participate in all-night-long events to
help those affected by cancer through
the American Cancer Society. Visit
www.relayforlife.org for specific
events and details.

Mount Vernon Flea Market. Fourth
Saturdays, April-October, 8 a.m.-1
p.m., at 8717 Fort Hunt Road,
Alexandria. Features furniture, art,
china, glass, porcelain, pottery,
books, photographs, lighting, tools,
etc. Refreshments will also be on
sale. Admission is free. Visit
mountvernonfleamarket.wordpress.com.

APRIL 27-MAY 4
Historic Garden Week. This

weeklong statewide event provides
visitors an opportunity to see
gardens, as well as houses with more
than 2,000 flower arrangements
created by Garden Club of Virginia
members. Visit
www.vagardenweek.org.

May 2019
Great Falls Artfest on the Green.

On the Great Falls Village Green.
Great Falls Studios Spring Art Show
and Sale under the big tent and a few
little tents, too. A plein air
competition and quick draw. With
prizes and a reception, Sponsored by
Arts of Great Falls. Then, a grand
finale “Blues Explosion” to close the
weekend and start the always
popular season of Concerts on the
Green by Celebrate Great Falls. For
complete schedule and updates visit
www.greatfallsart.org/artfest/

MONDAY/MAY 13

Great Falls Annual Charity Golf
Tournament. Hidden Creek
Country Club. 1711 Club House
Road, Reston. Join for a morning or
afternoon round of golf and support
our three Great Falls elementary
schools while you are at it. Visit
www.celebrategreatfalls.org.

June 2019
Springfield Days. South Run Park,

7550 Reservation Drive, Springfield.
Springfield Days is a community wide
celebration that includes a 5K run,
“Pet Fest” and car show. Visit
www.springfielddays.com.

Cardboard Regatta. 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Lake Accotink Park, 7500 Accotink
Park Road, Springfield. Featured
during Springfield Days, witness the
cardboard boat creations race along
Lake Accotink’s shoreline at 2 p.m.
$4 vehicle fee. Call 703-569-0285 or
email julie.tahan@fairfaxcounty.gov.
Visit www.springfielddays.com.

Vintage Virginia Wine and Food
Festival. 11 a.m. - 6 p.m. Bull Run
Regional Park, 7700 Bull Run Drive,
Centreville. A fun-filled day with
food, musical entertainment and
more. Visit www.vintagevirginia.com.

Lake Anne Chalk on the Water
Festival. 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Lake Anne
Plaza, 1609 Washington Plaza,
Reston. Chalk on the Water is a two-
day street-painting festival where
participants will create amazing
street art. Festival goers can purchase
a “plot” of brick space on the plaza
and paint to their hearts delight
whatever flows from their
imagination. Cost for spaces are $5
for children, $10 for adults, and $15
for professional artist. Individuals
can register at
www.chalkonthewater.com. Only
100 spaces/plots are available for
this event. Participants have a chance
to win cash prizes for various
categories, awarded by notable
community judges. The festival will
also include food, a live DJ, a wine
garden.

Taste of Reston. Reston Town Center,
11900 Market St., Reston. Carnival

games and rides with a family fun
zone. Visit www.restontaste.com.

JUNE-AUGUST
Reston Concerts on the Town.

Fridays, 7:30-10 p.m. Reston Town
Center Pavilion. Bring lawn chairs or
picnic blankets and enjoy live music
in the Pavilion Saturday nights. Free.
Rain or shine. Presented by Reston
Town Center, Boston Properties, and
Reston Town Center Association.
Alcohol permitted at restaurants
only. 11900 Market Street, Reston.
Concert information:
www.restontowncenter.com/
concerts.

Great Falls Concerts on the Green.
Sundays, 6-8 p.m. Great Falls Village
Centre Green. Come out with your
picnic baskets and chairs for an
entertaining evening of free, live
music! 776 Walker Rd, Great Falls.
Full schedule list:
www.celebrategreatfalls.org/
concerts-on-the-green/.

Lake Anne Summer Film Festival.
Select Sundays, 8 p.m. Lake Anne
Plaza, 1609 Washington Plaza,
Reston. Grab a date, the family or a
group of friends, bring the lawn
chairs and a picnic and enjoy the free
flicks under the stars.

Arts in the Parks. Wednesdays &
Saturdays, 10 a.m. Performance
venues include Burke Lake Park
Amphitheater, E.C. Lawrence Park
Amphitheater, Mason District Park
Amphitheater, and Frying Pan Farm
Park Visitor Center. Entertain
children, teach them the importance
of protecting our natural resources,
introduce them to live entertainment
in an informal kid-friendly
atmosphere, and forge a connection
between kids and parks. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
performances/arts-in-the-parks.

FRIDAY-SUNDAY/JUNE 7-9
Celebrate Fairfax! Festival. Friday:

6 p.m.-midnight; Saturday: 10 a.m.-
midnight; and Sunday: 11 a.m.-7p.m.
Fairfax County Government Center,

12000 Government Center Parkway,
Fairfax. Musical performances, rides,
games and food. Call 703-324-3247
or visit www.celebratefairfax.com/.

SUNDAY/JUNE 14
Love Your Body Yoga Festival. Yoga

studios and wellness centers of
Northern Virginia will be offering
classes, services, and information on
ways to care for your body, along
with live entertainment and activities
for children. Donations to participate
in classes benefit Cornerstones.
Presented by Beloved Yoga.
www.belovedyoga.com.

July 2019
Obon Festival. Highlighting Japanese

culture at Ekoji Buddhist Temple,
6500 Lakehaven Lane, Fairfax
Station. Visit www.ekoji.org.

Claude Moore Colonial Farm 1771
Market Fair. 11 a.m.-4:30 p.m. at
6310 Georgetown Pike, McLean. Sit
in the shade and savor roast chicken
and spicy sausages, enjoy dancing
and singing with the fiddler, test
your water color and writing skills
with Mr. Andrews at the Stationer.
Visit 1771.org.

Fairfax’s Independence Day
Celebration. In the Downtown
Fairfax Historic District.
Independence day parade, historical
tours, games, entertainment and
fireworks. Visit www.fairfaxva.gov/
about-us/special-events/
independence-day-celebration

Independence Fireworks. At George
Washington’s Mount Vernon, 3200
Mount Vernon Memorial Highway,
Mount Vernon. Greet “General and
Mrs. Washington” in the historic area
before trying a turn at bocce ball and
18th-century dancing
demonstrations. Mount Vernon’s
colonial artisans will reveal how
18th-century ice cream was made in
the days before freezers. Enjoy a
performance by Yorktown Fife &
Drum and the National Concert
Band. Also enjoy a fireworks show.
Visit www.mountvernon.org.

THURSDAY/JULY 4
An American Celebration. 8 a.m.-5

p.m. at Mount Vernon, 3200 Mount
Vernon Memorial Highway, Mount
Vernon. Watch made-for-daytime
fireworks shoot off over the Potomac
River. Admission is $9-20, free for
children 0-5. Visit
www.mountvernon.org.

JULY-AUGUST
Braddock Nights Concert Series.

Fridays, 7:30-8:30 p.m. Lake
Accotink Park, 7500 Accotink Park
Road, Springfield or Royal Lake Park,
5344 Gainsborough Drive, Fairfax.
Listen to musical performances in the
great outdoors. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov.

August 2019
Fairfax County 4-H Fair and

Carnival. At Frying Pan Farm Park,
2709 West Ox Road, Herndon. Enjoy
old-fashioned family fun with
carnival games, rides and tempting
foods. Stop by the 4-H Fair
throughout the weekend as
exhibitors display their winning
entries and get their farm animals
ready to show. Try a turn at farm
chores, watch stage entertainment
and enjoy horse and livestock
shows.Thursday and Friday – free
parking and discount tickets for
unlimited rides. Admission to the 4-H
Fair and Carnival is free; $10 per car
parking fee on Saturday and Sunday.
Visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
frying-pan-park/4-h-fair for details.

Celebrate Fairfax!
Attendees enjoy live entertainment, rides,
games and food trucks as part of the 2018
Celebrate Fairfax! festival June 8-10 at the
Fairfax Government Center. The annual
festival attracts tens of thousands of
visitors each year.
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of Virginia also sets out specific types of property that may
be exempted from taxation. For example, the Constitution of
Virginia allows the General Assembly to permit localities to
provide a partial exemption from real estate taxes as an in-
centive for property owners to make substantial
improvements to existing structures by renovating, rehabili-
tating, or replacing those structures.

Proposed Amendment
The proposed amendment would authorize the General As-

sembly to allow localities to provide a partial tax exemption
for real property that is subject to recurrent flooding, if im-
provements have been made on the property to address
flooding. The General Assembly and participating localities
would be allowed to place restrictions or conditions on quali-
fication for the tax exemption.

“YES” vote will authorize the General Assembly to allow lo-
calities to provide a partial tax exemption for real property
that is subject to recurrent flooding, if improvements have
been made on the property to address flooding.

“NO”  vote will not allow such a tax exemption.

State Ballot Question Two
Question: Shall the real property tax exemption for a

primary residence that is currently provided to the surviving
spouses of veterans who had a one hundred percent service-
connected, permanent, and total disability be amended to
allow the surviving spouse to move to a different primary
residence and still claim the exemption?

Present Law
The Constitution of Virginia currently requires the General

Assembly to exempt from taxation the principal place of resi-
dence of any veteran who has been determined by the U.S.
Department of Veterans Affairs to have a 100 percent service-
connected, permanent, and total disability. This tax
exemption is also provided to the surviving spouse of such a
veteran, so long as the surviving spouse continues to occupy
that property as the surviving spouse’s principal place of resi-
dence

Proposed Amendment
The proposed amendment would allow the surviving

spouse of any veteran who has been determined by the U.S.
Department of Veterans Affairs to have a 100 percent service-
connected, permanent, and total disability to continue to
claim the tax exemption currently provided, even if the sur-
viving spouse moves to a new principal place of residence that
is owned by the surviving spouse.

“YES” vote will allow these surviving spouses to move to a
new principal place of residence that is owned by the surviv-
ing spouse and still claim the tax exemption.

“NO” vote will not allow such surviving spouses to move
and still claim the tax exemption.

FAIRFAX COUNTY PUBLIC SAFETY BOND
TEXT: Shall Fairfax County, Virginia, contract a debt, bor-

row money, and issue bonds in the maximum aggregate
principal amount of $182,000,000 to provide funds, in addi-
tion to funds from public safety facilities bonds previously
authorized, to finance, including reimbursement to the
County for temporary financing for, the costs of public safety
facilities, including the construction, reconstruction, enlarge-
ment, renovation and equipment of civil and criminal justice
facilities, police training and operational facilities and sta-
tions, fire and rescue training facilities and stations, including
fire and rescue stations owned by volunteer organizations,
and the acquisition of necessary land?

$73 million would be earmarked for improvements to four
fire stations — Mount Vernon ($16 million), Fairview ($16
million), Gunston ($13 million), and Seven Corners ($13
million) — that are all 37 years or older. An additional $15
million would be used to improve one of the eight volunteer
stations that is more than 40 years old.

The Fairfax County Police Department would receive $59
million: $18 million to renovate and expand the Mason Dis-
trict Station which was built in 1975; $18 million to renovate
and upgrade its Criminal Justice Academy, and $18 million
to renovate, expand or replace the Police Evidence Storage
Building used to store evidence for court cases, and also
houses the warrant desk and the victim services section.

The Adult Detention Center needs $45 million of improve-
ments to three wings, including plumbing, electrical, HVAC,
elevator and fire protection systems as well as security and
camera equipment. $5 million would be used to improve the
Jennings Judicial Center.

On The Ballot

Sweet and Cool
A hot summer day attracts frozen
custard lovers to the Custard Shack
in Belle Haven.

West Potomac
graduate Mariah

Whitley, 17, makes a
shake at the

Custard Shack.

Photos by Mike Salmon/

The Gazette
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Good Shepherd Catholic Church
International Festival -

Three Days of Celebration
8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA 22309

Win $10,000!  Tickets on Sale

at the Festival! 

Net proceeds go to charities.

Visit gs-cc.org for information.

Monday, September 3 Festival Day!
• 11am - 5pm Food, music, games, bingo,

• Food and some activities require

ticket purchase

No pets except service animals.

Sunday, September 2

Saturday, September 1
• 5K Race and 1Mile Fun Run

great cause!  Sign up online today, go to: gs-cc.org 

• Yard Sale Early Bird Entry, 8:30 - 9:30am, $10 

Regular Entry, 9:30am - 4pm, free

From Page 3

to vote. Plan to spend a day exploring the
history of the Workhouse, visit artist stu-
dios, ask questions about their work, pur-
chase their wares, and even participate in
programs in which you can create your own
masterpiece. (www.workhousearts.org)

❖ Dyke Marsh Wildlife Preserve: Located
just a few miles south of Alexandria, Va.,
Dyke Marsh is one of the largest remaining
freshwater tidal wetlands in the Washing-
ton metropolitan area. Dyke Marsh is
viewed as a national treasure that holds
extensive value not only for plants and ani-
mals, but for its recreational, educational
and cultural purposes. It is estimated that
the southern marsh has existed for 2,200
years, and the northern marsh has existed
for 500 years. In July, U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers began restoration of Dyke Marsh.
Construction of a 1,500-foot breakwater is
expected to take up to 18 months and will
help protect the marsh from erosion, shield
the marsh from storms and encourage the
accumulation of sediment, which is neces-
sary for marsh regeneration.

❖ Vast Recreation Opportunities: Mount
Vernon is an outdoor enthusiasts play-
ground, with two recreation centers, the
Mount Vernon RECenter located near the
Belle View Shopping Center and the George

Washington RECenter located across from
Mount Vernon High School; two off leash
dog parks, one at West Grove on Ft. Hunt
Road and one at Grist Mill Park located on
Route 235; and multiple parks, golf courses,
bike and hiking trails, and boat launches.

❖ Tour de Mount Vernon: On Oct. 27, the
Mount Vernon District will host the 3rd An-
nual Tour de Mount Vernon, a community
bicycle tour of the Mount Vernon District.

Again, I welcome you to the Mount
Vernon community and sincerely hope you
enjoy living in the finest district in Fairfax
County. We are a community of the past,
present, and future where you can grow,
play, and work. We host hundreds of small
and large growing businesses, many re-
cently renovated schools, and the Fort
Belvoir Army Base with more than double
the employees of the Pentagon. Taking care
of your health can also be accomplished
locally at our two major hospital centers —
Inova Mount Vernon and the Fort Belvoir
Community Hospital.

Visit our website www.FairfaxCounty.gov/
mountvernon to sign-up for our regular
Mount Vernon Advisor newsletter for the
latest happenings in your community. I look
forward to meeting you out and about in
our great community. It is an honor and
privilege to serve you!

Things To Do in the Area

Newcomers & Community Guide


